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“Festival of Joy”: Around 8,000 people celebrated the liberation from National Socialism on May 8
Thousands of participants followed the invitation of Mauthausen Committee Austria (MKÖ) to the Festival of Joy with a concert by Konstantin Wecker, guest conductor Mark Mast and the Vienna Symphony Orchestra. A speech by contemporary witness Anna Hackl was the highlight of this year's Festival of Joy. Together with other contemporary witnesses, who were the guests of honour at today's festival, thousands of people celebrated the day of liberation from National Socialism at Heldenplatz. ORF III broadcast the MKÖ event live and for international viewers it was streamed by MKÖ in several languages.
Vienna, 08 May 2023 - Under this year's main theme "Civil Courage", MKÖ organised the "Festival of Joy" at Vienna’s Heldenplatz for the 11th time. Thousands of visitors celebrated the 78th anniversary of the day of liberation from the Nazis’ terror regime. 
In joint coordination with the police, about 8,000 visitors celebrated the day of liberation from the Nazi terrorist regime, which marked the 78th anniversary on May 8, 2023. The event was musically enriched with a concert by Konstantin Wecker and the Vienna Symphony Orchestra. As is tradition, Federal President Dr Alexander Van der Bellen and MKÖ chairman Willi Mernyi opened the festival with their speeches. In his address, Mernyi emphasised the importance of the Festival of Joy, especially in times of unrest: "Moral courage is a topic that is essential just as much today as it was then. The numbers of right-wing extremist incidents and crimes are increasing every year - on the one hand in public spaces and on the other hand through hate propaganda on the internet. It’s why we need people who stand up and contribute to the discourse in public spheres, and people who sit down at their computers and stand up to racism and injustice online.”  
Contemporary Witness Anna Hackl: Speech in favour of Moral Courage
The speech by contemporary witness Anna Hackl, “Lest we forget”, was the highlight of the event. Anna Hackl, maiden name Anna Langthaler, was born in Schwertberg in Upper Austria in 1931. She and her family took in two Soviet soldiers that had escaped their imprisonment at the concentration camp and sheltered them at their home from the SS until the war ended. Today, she regularly visits schools and other educational institutions to talk about her experience, thus actively contributing to preserving the Nazis’ atrocities in collective memory and to conveying them to young people.
Visit the Festival of Joy online at www.festderfreude.at and on the YouTube Channel of Mauthausen Committee Austria. The special broadcast, the official ceremony, and the concert are available as video-on-demand after the live broadcast on ORF III. Visit http://tvthek.orf.at/ to access them.
Further information:
· Information about the Festival of Joy: http://festderfreude.at/ and www.mkoe.at
· Information about the Commemoration and liberation ceremonies 2023: www.befreiungsfeier.at
· Press materials and photos for download:
· https://www.festderfreude.at/de/service/presse
· https://www.mkoe.at/presse
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